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Dear Friend
The year is passing very quickly and in some ways, it is difficult to
believe that as you read this, the General Assembly will already have
taken place, and many crucial decisions will have been made that will
affect the shape and future of the church for many years to come.
The relaxation of the final Covid restrictions meant that for the first
time in three years, commissioners were able to attend in person,
which I know many commissioners welcomed.
Covid has affected every one of us over these past two and a half
years, but I sincerely hope that the worst is behind us. And whilst like
many parts of our society, church will never be exactly the same as it
was pre pandemic we are seeing a return to a more familiar way of
worship, face coverings are no longer required, we can sing as loudly
or as quietly as we wish, and we can sit round a table enjoying a cuppa
and a blether with our friends.
But how we worship and are the church, will never be the same again,
and we are going to go through more changes and adjustments in the
coming few months, and not all of them may be comfortable for us.
But as I shared at the recent church ASM what these adjustments will
do is give us new and exciting ways to worship and serve God in
Shawlands and the surrounding areas with new and different people
whom we have a good deal in common with.
So, I encourage you to look towards the future positively, with
confidence that God knows what he is doing and that he will continue
to lead us along the right path if we trust him.
And to help us in this I am reminded of the words in Jeremiah 29:11,
that God knows the plans he has for us, and they are plans to prosper
us and not to harm us, plans to give us a hope and a future.
So, please remember these words and speak them over yourself and
the church here in Shawlands in the months to come.
Your friend in Christ
Stuart
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THE BROWNIES
We shall be having our Parents'
Evenings in June and we hope
to arrange a local outing in
June.

Since the last Link we have
welcomed new girls and now
have 18 Brownies on a
Wednesday night and 12 on a
Monday. We still have room for
more!!

Both Packs still support the
Guide Dogs for the Blind
Association and collect used
postage stamps for various
charities.

The girls have almost
completed their Make
Change/Take Action Skills
Builder and are working on the
Zero Waste Interest Badge.

Many thanks for all your
support and encouragement to
the girls.

Both Packs donated a good
number of Easter Eggs for The
Lodging House Mission Appeal
and at the time of writing are
supporting Glasgow the Caring
City's Appeal for backpacks,
pencils, pens etc for Ukrainian
children now living in Poland.

We hope you all have a lovely
summer and the sun shines!!

Ann
THANK YOU

We have been hearing about
different faiths, had Scavenger
Hunts and celebrated the
Queen's Platinum celebration.

We would like to say a very
special thank you to you all
for your kindness to us both
in the past few years.

Both Packs are holding a Cream
Tea on Saturday 28th May in the
afternoon with various Stalls.
We hope you will have been
able to come along to this. It is
great to be able to hold such
Events again.

We thank you all for the
many flowers, cards, visits
etc. etc. but most of all for
your prayers for us.
Love to you all.
Sheena & Tom (Buchanan)
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Another fine Mess…

Jeremiah 29:1-14
Once upon a time, one of the funniest acts was Laurel and Hardy.
Ollie was the one always in charge, and Stan the one who always
got it wrong. It was even funnier when Ollie reacted with his catchphrase, “And that’s another fine mess you’ve gotten us into.”
It’s a phrase that often comes to mind these days. We seemed to be
getting on just fine until our leaders started promoting their lies and
making promises they had no intention of keeping… but, to a point,
it was all pretty laughable. Then there was the pandemic and how it
began to affect our lives; and now we are witnessing acts of
aggression which are going to affect us even more deeply. We are
surely in a mess, and now it’s no laughing matter.
One of the dangers at a time like this is that we can be so easily
overcome by despair. In his Inferno (1314), Dante imagined that at
the entrance to Hell there was a sign which said, “Abandon hope all
ye who enter here.” In Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress (1678),
Christian and Hopeful stray into the territory of the Giant Despair
who keeps them prisoner in Doubting Castle. At the last minute,
Christian discovers he already has a key (called ‘Promise’) which
opens all the doors and allows them to escape and continue on their
way.
Now, we need to be a little bit careful about how we understand the
various promises in the Bible. Many of these promises were made at
a particular time and in quite particular circumstances. A good
example might be found in Jeremiah’s Letter to the Exiles. Jeremiah
had been appointed to tell the people of Judah that because of their
apostasy God was going to terminate their kingdom and send the
people away to the land of their captors (Babylon). And yet, in
chapter 29 we find him writing a letter to the Jews now in exile to
tell them, that in due course (after 70 years) they would be allowed
to return.
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In verse 11, he says that God ‘has plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future’. This message
would have given comfort to some of the exiles – but not to those
who listened to the ‘false prophets,’ who were telling the people
that they would return very soon. The trouble with them, was that
their agenda was not quite the same as God’s agenda. They
confused God’s plans with what they would have liked to happen.
We too can easily enough make the same mistake!
Whether we are unduly hopeful about the current state of the world
or whether we are on the edge of despair, we would do well to
think about how Jesus dealt with his own dire situation the night
before he died. He was to be found agonising in a prayer which
ended with the words, ‘Not my will but thine be done.’
(Matt 29:20) Did it make sense? Was it really necessary? No
matter, it was part of God’s plan to redeem the world to himself
and that plan had to be followed whatever the cost to himself. In
our own situation, we cannot be certain how it is all going to work
out but there is hope in knowing that the future lies in God’s hands.
Furthermore, we have a God of hope who wants us to ‘overflow
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.’ (Rom 15:13 – even
though the power of evil is still strong. Crucially, Jesus himself
promises ‘to be with us always, to the very end of the age.’
(Matt 28:20) Can it get any better than that?
All my hope on God is founded;
He doth still my trust renew.
Me through change and chance he guideth,
Only good and only true.
God unknown
He alone
Calls my heart to be his own
Joachim Neander (1650-80), (Trans. Robert bridges)

Further Reading:
Pilgrim’s Progress, John Bunyan,1678
The classic. Still well worth reading!
Hope Against Hope, Nadezhda Mandelstam, 1970
A hard read. Life in Stalinist Russia - but full of hope!
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Notes
We managed to make three outings so far this year – which makes up
for some of the restrictions of the past two years:
Glasgow Murals Trail, 26th March
We had a good crowd for the occasion and followed
some by-paths from the Cathedral down to Argyle
Street taking in 11 of the murals. After a welcome
break at the M&S café we continued tracking down 6
more on the the way to Mitchell Street.
The Darn Road, 16th Apr
We started from
Dunblane, following an
ancient route which ends up at Bridge of
Allan. The path was a bit rougher than
expected but after a bit of re-fuelling at the
Allan Water Café we were able to do a bit
of exploring in Bridge of Allan before
taking the bus back to Dunblane.
Erskine Bridge, 14th May
So, on to the Bridge at Erskine with pleasant
views of the Kilpatricks, down via Glen
Lusset to the tow-path on the Forth Clyde
Canal and along to the Marina at Bowling.
Then, after a stop at Paton’s Place, back to
Erskine via the Bridge.

Next walks:

18th Jun, Beach Walk, Prestwick to Troon
13th Aug, Beecraigs Country Park
Bill Craig at billcraig38@gmail.com or 649 2237
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Children, Youth and Family
Hello!
Summer is nearly here and there are no restrictions upon us! It’s a time
to celebrate and enjoy the sunshine. When you think of Shawlands
Trinity in summer, what do you see? The beautiful garden? The
benches to sit on and get a bit of sun? The flowers all blooming with
bright colours, the leaves on the tree gently rustling in the breeze?
I see all this, and more. I see tables outside with children doing
activities. I see children creating ‘tents’ with sheets and chairs. I see
children running around, laughing, playing games. I see them all sat
outside, having a picnic, enjoying the sunshine, laughing and talking
with everyone. I see people walking past and looking in, smiling as
they see how much fun the children are having. I see parents queueing
up to collect their children and the children bounding up to them, with
big smiles on their faces. I see laughter, happiness and the chance to
create relationships with so many families. I see a joyous celebration
that we are all able to gather together, for the first time in two years,
without restrictions.
Would you like to see this become a reality? Would you like to see
children enjoying our church grounds and having fun? It can be done.
We could run a holiday club in the first week of August, Monday to
Wednesday, for two hours in the morning. We could have children
making crafts, singing songs, learning about God, playing games,
eating together, laughing and more in Shawlands Trinity this summer.
It’s entirely possible, all we need to make it happen, is you.
If you’d like to be a part of this vision, come and have a chat with me.
You can see me after church and we can chat over a cuppa, or you
can call me, my number is below.

Blessings
Jess
07436035816
jessicapoole.yw@outlook.com
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DIAMOND WEDDING
1962 – 2022
Congratulations to Irene & Jim Wilson
who celebrated their Diamond Wedding
on 29th March.

Deadline for the Autumn
issue of The Link will be
Sunday 14th August 2022.
Anything received after this
date will be held over to the
next issue.

URGENT APPEAL
If anyone in the Congregation would be able to
deliver flowers after the service on a Sunday
please give your name to any of the Flower
Committee and we will get a rota drawn up.
At the moment the Committee are having to
arrange the flowers and deliver them.
Interim Moderator
Stuart Crawford
Email scrawford@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk
Liz Osborne
Roll Keeper
Ian Cuthbertson
Finance Co-ordinator Ian Cuthbertson
Halls Convener
Christine Cuthbertson
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Children’s Pages
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