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Dear Friends

As I sit to write this I find myself thinking over the last seven years
and all that we have been through.
Before I arrived to be your minister - you in the two congregations of
Shawlands Church and of South Shawlands Church took the decision
to unite. In reality it was a brave decision that a number of other
congregations have not been able to take and are reaping the
consequences.
I know not everyone agreed and some have not been able to come with
us on this adventure but I hope that some of the doubters have become
convinced that this has given us the best chance for a future.
Much has happened - in the first three years while we became more
familiar with each other - decisions were taken that laid the
foundations for the birth of Shawlands Trinity.
Together we decided on a building and a new name. We endured the
“blessing” of the heating boilers breaking down - it was a blessing
because it enabled us to move forward sooner with the revamping of
the sanctuary.
Sadly, we lost a few people on the way - like Pat Kerr and Roy Inglis
and others. People who worked hard to make the union work and
wanted to see the outcome. A few have moved away for work or
because they didn’t like the changes. But most stayed and continue to
work to make Shawlands Trinity a warm and welcoming place. New
people have come - some have been born into the congregation others have tried us and liked who we are and stayed - a few have
come a long way through difficult times and places and have enriched
our congregation as they have begun their new lives in our country.
As I begin the countdown to my retirement I am glad to have a flat to
move to in Rutherglen - I have realised that this will be the first house
I will have lived in since I left home that is my own. For over fortyfive years I have lived in dorms while studying or church houses and
manses. And since leaving home I have travelled far and wide. The
Christian life is of course a journey whether we move from place to
place or if we stay put we are called to follow Jesus in our lives and
that does and always will mean changes in our lives and moving
deeper in our relationship with God.
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My hope as I move on is that as a congregation you will have a sense
of having begun on a journey of adventure with God that is moving
into a new phase and will be encouraged to step out in new ways
into the future - confident that Jesus leads the way and that you are
surrounded by the love of God through the presence of the Holy
Spirit.
Thank you for your companionship as we have journeyed together
and I wish you God’s richest blessing as you go into the future.
Your friend,

Valerie

POPPY APPEAL 2021
I would like to thank the volunteers who
delivered and uplifted tins during this
difficult time. Some of the usual outlets
did not handle and the total will be down
from previous years.
The area total will be advised in due course.
Ian Cuthbertson
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Ian Cuthbertson
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With Thanks

due to two ladies in our
congregation who wish to
remain anonymous, but I think
you’ll know who they are!

Now that life is getting back to
normal, and we’re heading for
the NEW NORMAL, I’m sure
that you would agree with me in
thanking everyone for coping
with all the restrictions, etc,
which were imposed on us all
during lockdown.

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL
A.M.D.
Church Flowers
As from January one of our
ladies, Ada McDougall, will be
coming
off
the
Flower
Committee after thirty years of
arranging Church Flowers. We
will miss Ada very much but
hope she will manage to come
along and join us in an advisory
capacity if we are decorating the
Church for special events.

However, I think SPECIAL
THANKS are due to the willing
helpers and volunteers in
Shawlands Trinity who are
there Sunday by Sunday,
preparing the sanctuary in every
way they can, to keep us safe.
We take so much for granted
these days, that sometimes we
forget to thank those who work
all the year round – most of the
time unseen, but without whom
our church wouldn’t be the
place it is today. Not just on a
Sunday, but on weekdays, for
committee meetings, leaders of
the youth organisations, etc,
who are at work during the day
and who willingly give up their
free time to help keep our
children on the right path of
life, while having fun doing so.

We hope to start putting flowers
back in the Church at the
beginning of next year. If
anyone in the congregation
would like to donate flowers on
a special Sunday, please let me
have a note of the date. Anyone
willing to deliver flowers on a
Sunday please give me your
name and I will make up a rota.
Ian and I wish you all a very
Happy Christmas and good
health in the New Year.

Many comments have been
made by passers-by about the
colourful display in our church
garden this year. This is mainly

Christine
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Note
Pollok Park, Sat 18th Sept
It had been 2 years since our previous outing (Brig o’Turk/Callander),
so we were all pretty glad to be doing something again – even if on a
more modest scale. Starting at Shawlands
Academy we walker (via Shawlands Station)
over to Haggs Road entrance where we were
met by crowds of runners returning from a one
hour Park Run. Most folk did a long route via
the pond behind the Burrell while others were
quite content to take a shorter route to Pollok
House. Suitably refreshed, we made our way
back through the gardens and along the river.
So, a good start to our short season.
Dean Castle Country Park, Sat 23rd Oct
This outing was a bit different from usual. Instead of taking cars,
most people went to Kilmarnock by bus – a novel experience for
some. On arrival, there was immediate demand
to visit the Treetops Café but we were soon on
our way to visit the fallow deer (quite small but
with beautiful markings) in their enclosure
nearby. Those who wanted to so a longer walk
then made their way up the Fenwick Water and
across to the gorge of Craufurdland Water (both
of which meet in the park to form the Kilmarnock Water before
joining the R Irvine). The others spent time exploring the Rural Life
Centre and their collection of rare breeds (Manx Loaghtan sheep,
Bagot goats, Eriskay ponies and Gloucestershire Old Spot pigs). The
sun then came out which provided a good enough excuse for catching
a later bus back home.
Next outing: Look out for further news in February
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Love is…

1 Corinthians 13

Love is one of these words that can mean just
about anything – from having a nice warm
feeling, to a passionate obsession. And since
Jesus makes clear that love is at the heart of our whole relationship
with God it is important that we understand what he means.
The first question to ask is ‘Where did love originate?’ It was the
basis on which the world, of which we are a part, was created – ‘God
is love’ (1 John 4:8) - ‘Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that
he loved us.’ (1 John 4:10). As part of his creation, we are each the
much valued objects of his love and the OT is an honest account of
how God persists in loving – despite all.
What more could God do to invoke the response from his people that
he so much desired? The answer was a costly one. It involved his
laying aside the trappings of his divinity to enter the world as a
human being in the person of Jesus – with all the risks that were
involved. In him, we can now see clearly what God’s love really
means. Through his life of compassion, his clear teaching and, above
all, in his sacrificial death (‘without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness’, Heb 9:22),
Paul spells it out in this letter to the Corinthians. It is not meant as a
list of do’s and don’ts, more as a handy check-list. It is directed to the
church as a whole, but also to its individual members. God’s love is
robust, reliable - and costly. What love means for God, it means for
us – and involves appropriate action! (See Check-list)
(For further reading, you might like to have a look at:
The Four Loves, by C.S.Lewis)
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Paul’s Check-list:

Love is …
Patient
Kind

Love …
Does NOT

Envy

OR

Boast

IS NOT

Proud

DOES NOT

Dishonour others

IS NOT

Self-seeking

IS NOT

Easily angered

DOES NOT

Keep a record of wrongs

OR

Delight in evil

BUT Love …
Rejoices with the truth
Always protects
Always trusts
Always hopes
Always perseveres
1 Corinthians 13: 4-7

… faith, hope and love abide; but the greatest of these is love
1 Corinthians 13 13
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53rd &114th Glasgow
Brownie Packs

We are looking forward to
making Christmas decorations,
our Christmas Parties and going
to the Pantomime Peter Pan at
Eastwood Theatre on Tuesday
28th December.

Both Brownie Packs are
meeting indoors now and
although we have welcomed
new girls to both Packs, our
numbers are still small.

We have spaces in both Packs
for new girls to join should
anyone know any girl aged 7 10 years who may like to join
us.

We have been working on the
Feel-Good Skills Builder and
the girls have gained the
Mindfulness Interest Badge.

We wish you all a Very Merry
Christmas and Best Wishes for
2022.

We had our Fancy-Dress Parties
and by the time you read this,
we shall have had an evening to
celebrate St Andrew.
One Monday we welcomed
Carolyn
and her
Guide
Dog Sage
along
with a
Fundraiser from The Guide
Dogs for The Blind Association
and we presented two cheques
from the two Packs. This was
money we had raised before
lockdown. We have received
another two Certificates and we
continue to support this charity
again this Session. We are still
collecting used postage stamps
for various charities.

Christmas Services
Friday 24th December
Christingle Service
5.00 p.m.
Saturday 25th December
Christmas Day Service
10.30 a.m.
Sunday 26th December
Morning Worship
11.00 a.m.
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Ladies’ Badminton

Congregational Register
Deaths
‘I am the Resurrection and the
Life’
21st September
Mrs E Gardner District 24
28th September
Mrs J Wilson District 1
16th November
Mrs L Spence District 22
21st November
Mrs L Dundas District 2

“Anyone for Tennis?”
“How about Badminton?”
Members
of the
Ladies’
Badminton
Club are
looking for
ladies to join them for a few
games of badminton in the
church hall on a Tuesday
morning.

Admission
Mr A Dawson

What can be better on a cold
winter’s day, than popping into
the Neilson Hall for a game or
two, with a coffee and a blether
in between?

District 17

Change of District
Mrs C Allan
From District 16 to District 24
Disjunctions
21st September
Mrs K Pickard
12th November
Mrs E McKechnie
24th November
Mrs M Bayes

Perhaps you used to play
badminton, but haven’t played
for some time, and have now
retired and are looking for a
way of keeping fit and healthy.
Why not come along some
Tuesday morning from between
9.30 a.m. and 12 noon, just to
see what’s what.

Deadline for the
Spring issue of The
Link will be Sunday
13th February 2022.

(You might even get a coffee!)

Anything received
after this date will be
held over to the next
issue.
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NEWS
from
The Presbytery of Glasgow
November 2021

CATHEDRAL HOSTS SPECIAL COP26 SERVICE
Many churches across the city held special events and
services to mark Glasgow's hosting of the COP26 UN
Climate Change Conference.
Glasgow Churches Together organised a special inter
denominational service which was held at Glasgow
Cathedral. Guests from across the world attended the
service, with visitors from as far away as Zimbabwe and
Fiji.
The congregation also included members of the Young
Christian Climate Network who had taken part in a 1,200
mile relay to raise awareness of climate change issues.
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GLASGOW CHURCHES WELCOME COP VISITORS
Churches across Glasgow welcomed delegates, visitors and
pilgrims to COP in a variety of ways. These included * The Presbytery operated a telephone hotline which offered
pastoral support and advice to visitors.
* The Presbytery also took part in the cross denominational
Spiritual Hub at the Salvation Army Centre in Anderston which
provided fellowship and support to visitors.

* As you can see from this photo, Sandyford Henderson Church,
just next door to the COP venue, opened its doors to young people
from Youth With A Mission who were doing prayer and mission
cross the city and also acted as a base for Christian Aid
* Broomhill Hyndland Parish Church marked COP26 by hosting A
Day of Environmental Reflection. The all day event included a
performance by Belle and Sebastian and contributions from a wide
range of national and international speakers.
Please let us know about any special activities in your church
during COP.
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Season’s
Greetings
Shawlands Trinity Church - Scottish Charity SC012969
12

